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Famine
Opening activity: Watching origami
Say: Could you tell what I was making?
Ask: Did I know what I was making?

Say: Of course I knew – I had a plan, but you didn't always know what it was.  God had a plan for Joseph's life too, although Joseph was probably wondering why so many bad things happened to him.  First his brothers hated him, and then threw him in the pit and sold him as a slave.  Then Potiphar's wife got him thrown in jail.  Now God has helped him tell the Pharaoh what his dream meant and today we find out what surprising things happen next.
Bible Story
Ask: What was God's plan for Joseph?  Why did He want him to be in Egypt?
Sing Songs

Return to tables: Say the Bible verse together


Say: This term we are doing crafts about families and friends.  This week we are making an arm chair.
Craft: Chair
· Fold back chair along all the dotted lines.

· Use a piece of tape to join the two ends together where it says TAPE 
Discuss the following depending on age, interest and time: 

What if Joseph's brothers had not been jealous and hadn't sold Joseph as a slave?  Do you think God would still have sent Joseph to Egypt? – (probably – God gave him dreams)
What other ways, might Joseph have been taken to Egypt? (eg. kidnapped)
Why did God let Potiphar's wife send Joseph to prison? (So he could meet the baker and cup bearer)
Do you know anyone who's had something bad happen that allowed something good to happen? (There are stories of people who have missed planes or trains which had accidents)
What are some of the bad things that have happened to you or people you know?

Can you think of anything good that came from them or anything bad that they stopped?

Say: A lot of the time we don't know why bad things happen.  But if we ask Jesus to look after our lives, and we do our best to live the way He would want us to, then we can be sure that He will be make things work out the best way in the end.  

Say: That doesn't mean bad things won't happen; that doesn't mean we'll always have good things.  But it does mean that we will have what we need and that God will be with us and give us the courage we need when bad things happen.
Prayer - Ask: Do you want God to look after your life?  We're going to close our eyes and if you want God to look after your life you quietly ask Him to and then I will finish our prayer.

Say: Everyday we should ask God if we want Him to look after our life, God doesn't want to force us, He let's us choose, even if we make bad choices, but when we ask for forgiveness and ask God to help us He always will.
